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In their analysis of reciprocal determinism, Phillips and Orton (1983) mistakenly
assume that behavior, cognitive and other personal factors, and environmental
events operate as a simultaneous wholistic interaction. Contrary to this belief, the
interactants in triadic reciprocality work their mutual effects sequentially over
variable time courses. The problems that Phillips and Orton raise concerning the
“internal relations” and wholistic doctrines have little relevance to the conception
of triadic reciprocality within the social-learning framework. Issues relating to the
temporal dynamics and decomposition of reciprocal determinism are discussed.

Psychological theories depicting behavior as the
product of influences flowing unidirectionally
have in large part been supplanted by models em-
phasizing the reciprocality of influence. The major
issues in contention therefore center less on in-
teractionism than on the model of reciprocality
advocated. The article (Bandura, 1978) to which
Phillips and Orton (1983) refer analyzed three
different types of interactionism, with the major
focus on how self-processes operate within a
" model of triadic reciprocality. I am much sur-
prised by the cosmic purpose the authors ascribe
to the article because, far from prescribing a “new
causal principle” designed to effect “fundamental
change” in the “underpinnings of his discipline”
(p. 158)—a heady mission indeed—the article ac-
tually addresses more circumscribed issues re-
garding the reciprocality of influence.

To recap briefly; explanatory models that regard
major classes of determinants as interactional in
form have been conceptualized in at least three
different ways, as summarized schematically in
Figure 1. The top two formulations subscribe to
a unidirectional causality with respect to behavior.
In the unidirectional view, persons and situations
unite in unspecified ways to produce behavior. The
partially bidirectional conception acknowledges
that persons and situations affect each other. But
it treats influences relating to behavior as flowing
in only one direction—the person-situation in-
terchange unidirectionally produces the behavior,
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but behavior itself does not affect the transaction
between the person and the situation. A major
problem with this type of view is that, except for
their social-stimulus value, persons cannot influ-
ence the environment other than through their
actions. It is difficult to conceive of behavior as -
the offspring of an intimate exchange between a
behaviorless person and an environment. Behavior
is an interacting determinant, not a detached by-
product that plays no role in the production pro-

‘cess.

In the third model of interactionism, based on
triadic reciprocality, behavior, cognitive and other
personal factors, and environmental events all op-
erate interactively as determinants of each other.
In this triadic reciprocal determinism the term
reciprocal is defined as mutual action between
events, and the term determinism signifies the pro-
duction of effects by events. Because of the mul-
tiplicity of interacting determinants, events are
associated with effects probabilistically rather than
inevitably.

Triadic Reciprocality Presented as One Model of

Interactive Causation, Not as a Wholistic

Causal Principle

In the article under discussion, triadic recip-
rocality is presented as one model of interaction-
ism in which the three major classes of determi-
nants affect each other, rather than as a new causal
principle in which the interactants act simulta-
neously as a fused whole. The concluding section
of that article provides brief examples of how the
notion of reciprocal determinism can serve as a
generic analytic principle for examining classes of
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