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Much vigorous laboratory activity is currently being centered on social learning in children.
The review which follows discusses imitation,: one basic form of social learning. In this
paper, Dr. Bandura describes a series of studié¥ emanating from his own laboratory that
confirm the significance of imitation in personality development of the child and point to some
of the factors that bring about imitative responses in preschool-aged children. At the same
time, the research reviewed here suggests rather extensive modification of traditional psy-
choanalytic-based theories of identification.
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I remember reading a story reported
by Professor Mowrer about a lonesome
farmer who decided to get a parrot for
company. After acquiring the bird, the
farmer spent many long evenings teach-
ing the parrot the phrase, “Say Uncle.”
Despite the devoted tutorial attention,
the parrot proved totally unresponsive
and finally, the frustrated farmer got a
stick and struck the parrot on the head
after each refusal to produce the desired
phrase.

But the visceral method proved no
more effective than the cerebral one, so
the farmer grabbed his feathered friend
and tossed him in the chicken house.
A short time later the farmer heard a
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loud commotion in the chicken house
and, upon investigation, found that the
parrot was pommeling the startled
chickens on the head with a stick and
shouting, “Say Uncle!” “Say Uncle!”.

While this story is not intended as an
introduction to a treatise on parrot-
training practices, it provides a graphic
illustration of the process of social learn-
ing that I shall discuss in this paper.

One can distinguish two kinds of pro-
cesses by which children acquire atti-
tudes, values, and patterns of social be-
havior. First, the learning that occurs
on the basis of direct tuition or instru-
mental training. In this form of learn-
ing, parents and other socializing agents
are relatively explicit about what they
wish the child to learn, and attempt to
shape his behavior through rewarding
and punishing consequences.

Although a certain amount of social-
ization of a child takes place through
such direct training, personality pat-
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